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FROM MR. JONES

DIPLOMA+: COLLEGE & CAREER READY
The Kansas City, Kansas Public Schools implements a district-wide initiative called Diploma+
to help prepare students for success in our ever-changing global society. Diploma+ works
to ensure students exit high school prepared for college and careers and that their
performance is on-track and on-time for success. In middle school, we focus on college and
career exploration. This is accomplished through conversations with industry professionals,
job site and college tours/visits, and Naviance, an online tool where students explore college
and career options tied to their interests and strengths, as well as plan for their futures.
**For more info about the KCKPS Diploma+ initiative, visit https://kckps.org/diploma-plus/.

VIRTUAL COLLEGE TOUR: UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
Take a virtual field trip to Lawrence to explore the
University of Kansas (KU) and learn more about life
as a Jayhawk in this virtual tour. Rock Chalk!
Click here to begin tour:
https://www.youvisit.com/tour/ku?
For additional virtual college tours, visit:
https://www.youvisit.com/collegesearch/

Welcome to the 2020-21
school year! My name is Eli
Jones, and I’m excited to join
the staff at Central Middle
School, serving as the
building’s Diploma+ liaison.
This is my 10th year working
in the KCK schools. Prior to
this position, I spent 8 years
teaching choir at Eisenhower
and Harmon and worked last
year with the University of
Kansas GEAR UP program.
Diploma+ is a KCKPS
initiative focused on helping
students graduate high
school prepared for college
and careers. This biweekly
newsletter will share info
about Diploma+ activities
going on at Central and will
provide additional tools and
resources. I look forward to
getting to know and
collaborating with Bearcub
students, families, and staff
this year. Go Tigers!
Eli Jones
Diploma+ Liaison
eli.jones@kckps.org
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NAVIANCE
Throughout the school year, Carl Bruce
students will utilize the Naviance platform.
The program focuses on college, career,
and life readiness, providing tools to
prepare middle and high school students
for postsecondary success. Naviance helps
students set personal goals, identify their
learning styles, explore careers that match
their personal interests, and increase their
understanding of college or training
needed to pursue those careers.
The Naviance program centers around six
foundational categories:

PREP-KC CONNECTOR
Remote learning has created a need to
connect with industry professionals virtually.
The PREP-KC Connector will be utilized at
Central to help bridge that gap.
The Connector provides a virtual way for
professionals in different industries to
connect and share their experience and
expertise with students and teachers.
Through online videos and interactive
talkback sessions, students are able to
connect content they
are learning in class to
real-world careers.

1. Social-Emotional Learning
2. Interpersonal Skills
3. Academic Skills
4. Career Knowledge
5. College Knowledge
6. Transition Skills

https://prepkc.nepris.com/
account/signup/roleselector

QUARTER 1 NAVIANCE TASKS

6TH GRADE

7TH GRADE

8TH GRADE

Intro to Naviance
Scavenger Hunt
&
Middle School
Transition Survey

Create a 7th
Grade
SMART Goal

Complete
Post-Secondary
Awareness
Survey

“THE SECRET OF
GETTING
AHEAD IS
GETTING
STARTED.”
MARK TWAIN

